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These are black days for Hungarian civil society, as domestic NGOs struggling for human rights are being silenced if their views do not match with the government's propaganda communication.

There is plenty of international organizations which got negatively marked by the government because of their work (e.g. Amnesty International).

 

The meaning of this behavior is the same as in Russia or Turkey: any organization receivig funds from abroad is being identified as a „foreign agent”. That’s the case for the Red Cross too. It’s a nightmare happening in 2017, within the borders of the EU!

 

Many don’t even think about the fact that without international, non-governmental funding there would be no successful organizations working for the protection of citizens. Lately the government has been spending millions of euros for billboard campaigns all over the country explaining that all these „SOROS agents” are no good for Hungary.

 

The situation is very similar in sports: in 2012, just before the Euro Games, we eventually organized the event by ourselves as the State Secretary told us there is no such thing as „gay athletes” in Hungary, so they can’t sponsor the event.

 

This is still the official „statement” from the government. Any governmental communication against the LGBTI community in sports is very negative and widespread from television up to the Parliament. Just to give you an idea, FINA World Championship was granted something between 420 and 450 million euros, Maccabiah Games got around 10 millions while EuroGames 2012 got NO funding. Even within the funded sports sector there are lots of inequalities: the government spends huge amounts of money for the construction of new football stadiums while some other disciplines (e.g. ice hochey) and their award-winning athletes cannot even maintain themselves with state funding. And just to be clear about it, LGBTI sports organizations receive NO state funding. On the other hand, Christian Catholic groups, „pro-life” movements and far-right, traditionalist organizations that support conversion therapy are flooded with funding.  

 

Last month, for example, far-right organizations from Russia and from the UK organized conferences, and interestingly enough last week they shut down Auróra, a club and cultural community center housing several ngos including Budapest Pride and the Roma Press Center. The educational system has also been affected by the government’s philosophy, therefore any kind of school initiative against the discrimination of LGBTI people is prohibited. Last but not least they tripled funding for Christian schools while state schools are in terrible need for funding. Morality and Religion classes have been reintroduced in primary schools, but they don’t teach English and no state school can choose their textbooks. 

 

Even though Hungary did sign European agreements on access to sports, we don’t see any actions taken in favor of those athletes who were discriminated, insulted, or harassed. To this day, LGBTI athletes continue to hide because they are afraid they won’t be supported by their organization if they come out. The Hungarian Olympic Committee doesn’t even talk about this topic, in fact they don’t even consider it a topic. 

 

Homophobia has made a big comeback here, and fear is very well visible among activists as well.

Everything we achieved between 2010 and 2012 eroded by now, and we are living in a new kind of dictatorship, in Europe, in 2017!

	András Bolyán - President of Frigo 



	


FRIGO - Friss Gondolat Egyesület (Organisation for Fresh Ideas)

The primary objectives of FRIGO (Hungary) is to support sportive, cultural and recreational opportunities for Hungarian and foreign members of the LGBTI community who live in Hungary, and to improve their social perception. 

FRIGO believes that sport in addition to shaping the body and mind also builds a community. 

FRIGO tries to provide more opportunities for recreational sports. Currently available sports: shooting, women's basketball, women's soccer, women's basketball, women's volleyball, table tennis, badminton, 
swimming. FRIGO strives to build an environment where everyone feels free to participate in sports without discrimination. 


To foster the social and professional relationships of the organization the FRIGO is a member of the National Alliance of Sports Organization. FRIGO also attempts to draw attention to the importance of equal treatment and the economical and social benefits of acceptance in a highly important field in the world of work. 

FRIGO’s goal is to create an LGBTI community centre that serves as a safe heaven for the realization of various LGBTI and other minority projects. 

FRIGO wants to establish a platform where the minorities living in Hungary can present themselves to 
strengthen their community, organize recreational programmes and professional workshops.
They should and be able to share their knowledge and experiences with the mainstream society and other communities. 
In 2007 FRIGO began with the preparations for EuroGames 2012 Budapest LGBTI sports and cultural events..

Organizing the first Central and Eastern European EuroGames was a great challenge but also huge political success. The international „Building Bridges Conference“ which had been organized in conjunction with the EuroGames 2012 has been attended by an international audience and had high profile speakers. (www.lmbtszovetseg.hu)
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